MEMO
TO: PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DISTRICTS

SUBJECT: SAFE ROOM OCCUPANCY CONSIDERATIONS
FROM: TERRY GRAY, ADEM

DATE:
As you all know, the current policy for determining the size of school safe rooms has been to allow 5 SF per person at the school. Recently, many schools have reported 1500-2000 students and are requesting construction of 10,000-15,000 SF structures. Obviously, there is a limit to the number of individuals that can enter a safe room in 5 minutes. Based on research of the required Arkansas School Tornado Drills, it has been shown that an average of only 150 people per minute can enter a shelter that is in close proximity to the population (50 yds or less).  Therefore, no more than 750  people, on average, can enter the shelter within the required time (5 minutes).  For the safety of our school children, shelters, in excess of  4000         SF will no longer be cost shared. Multiple shelters at strategic locations will be considered more effective.
