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Animal Support Annex
Coordinating Agency:

Arkansas Agriculture Department
Primary Agency:
Arkansas Livestock and Poultry Commission
State Support Agencies:

Arkansas Department of Emergency Management

Arkansas Department of Health

Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality

Arkansas Game and Fish Commission
Federal Support Agencies:

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Volunteer Agencies:

American Red Cross

Arkansas Veterinary Medical Association 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA)
Humane Society of the United States
Authorities and References

Arkansas Code Annotated 12-75-101 et al.

Pets Evacuation and Transportation Standards Act
The National Response Framework

Americans With Disabilities Act 
FEMA Disaster Assistance Policy 9523.19
I. Introduction

A. Purpose

Animal Support Annex is to coordinate the response of state agencies in assisting local authorities and volunteer organizations to provide household pets, animals for commercial use, and service animals affected by the disaster with emergency medical care, evacuation, rescue, temporary confinement, shelter, food and water; and assistance in reuniting owner and animal.  State and local animal regulatory authorities are responsible for animal emergency response.

B. Scope

The participating agencies in the Animal Support Annex manage and coordinate sheltering and care of animals on State Lands, and provide supplies in support of State and local agencies involved in rural and urban animal care.
II. Policies

The State of Arkansas follows the federal definition for each category of animal: 

a. Service Animals: FEMA defines service animals as any guide dog, signal dog, or other animal individually trained to provide assistance to an individual with a disability including, but not limited to guiding individuals with impaired vision, alerting individuals with impaired hearing to intruders or sounds, providing minimal protection or rescue work, pulling a wheelchair, or fetching dropped items. Under the ADA regulations, service animals have access to the same facilities as the humans they serve. 

b. Household Pets: A domesticated animal, such as a dog, cat, bird, rodent, or turtle that is traditionally kept in the home for pleasure rather than for commercial purposes and that can travel in commercial carriers and be housed in temporary facilities.  Household pets do not include reptiles (except turtles), amphibians, fish, insects/arachnids, farm animals (including horses), and animals kept for racing purposes.

c. Animals for Commercial Use: Any animal used for consumption, or to support the owner’s economic welfare.

Veterinarians residing in each county are the first line of response to emergencies involving animals or animal food products in their communities.  Animal control personnel augment their services.

Household pets are typically not allowed in shelters for humans. Arrangements for household pets are generally the responsibility of the pet owners. However, nothing contained within the confines of this Animal Support Annex shall be construed as limiting the voluntary agencies from exceeding the minimum requirements concerning household pets and service animals. If resources are available, the state will facilitate rescue and shelter of other animals affected by disaster. 
Actions taken in responding to an emergency that requires activation of the Animal Support Annex will be coordinated through the Arkansas Livestock and Poultry Commission.  The Arkansas Livestock and Poultry Commission coordinates with agencies affiliated with appropriate Emergency Support Functions (ESFs):

a. ESF #6 – Mass Care, Housing, and Human Services will encourage local entities to plan for the collocation of pet shelters near general populations when possible during evacuations. ESF #6 will provide coordination of animal owner identification, tracking, reunification, and social support. ESF #6 will also coordinate pet issues related to their evacuation, care, and sheltering and will coordinate with the appropriate government and non-government support agencies. 

b. ESF #8 – Public Health and Medical Services will assist in epidemiological monitoring and reporting of emergency-related animal health issues and with management of human bite/injury cases. 

c. ESF #15 – External Affairs will work with State and local authorities to ensure that animal evacuation and response instructions and status updates are communicated appropriately and in a timely manner. 

III. CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS
The State will evacuate companion animals consistent with Federal laws and with the terms and conditions of any relevant transportation contracts.
Animal evacuation and sheltering should be conducted in conjunction with human evacuation and sheltering efforts. Animals should be sheltered near their owners.  Owners should be expected to provide food, water, husbandry, and exercise for their pets during the time they are in emergency shelters.
A devastating attack or the threat of an attack on the domestic animal population through use of highly infective exotic disease or pest infestation could result in severe economic loss. Early detection, allowing for early intervention, would come from agriculture expert authority reports as well as unusual patterns in surveillance systems. 
The State, in coordination with local governments, will assist in identifying and providing locations to which household pets may be evacuated; providing logistical support for the care, immunization, and quarantine of household pets; providing specifications for vehicles that can be used to evacuate household pets; and coordinating with private industry for household pet evacuations.
When addressing animal diseases, all animal depopulation activities are conducted as humanely as possible while stopping pathogen spread and limiting the number of animals that must be euthanized. Disposal methods for infected or potentially infected carcasses and plant host material are chosen for their effectiveness in stopping pathogen spread and for their minimal impact on the environment

If a possible intentional pathogen or pest release is reported, animal or plant health authorities immediately notify USDA’s Office of Inspector General (OIG), which in turn contacts the National Operations Center. As the situation warrants, the USDA OIG notifies and coordinates with the appropriate law enforcement agencies at the local, tribal, State, and Federal levels.

IV. RESPONSIBLILITIES

A. Primary Agency

The Arkansas Livestock and Poultry Commission acts as the Arkansas State Emergency Operations Center (EOC) Liaison upon activation of the Animal Support Annex

The Arkansas Livestock and Poultry Commission resides within the Arkansas Agriculture Department and will maintain liaison with Arkansas Department of Emergency Management, Arkansas Department of Health, Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality, Arkansas Game and Fish Commission, Humane Society of the United States, U.S. Department of Agriculture, American Red Cross, Arkansas Veterinary Medical Association, and the SPCA.

The Arkansas Livestock and Poultry Commission establishes procedures for requesting military veterinary service assistance through the on-scene federal coordinator or through the State EOC.
The Arkansas Livestock and Poultry Commission Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory assists the livestock and poultry industries, private veterinarians, and animal owners of Arkansas by diagnosing and monitoring animal diseases that can:
· affect humans 

· reduce the productivity or marketability of animals

· threaten animal populations 

· affect the safety or quality of animal products

B. Support Agencies

Table 1 below lists support agencies for Animal Support Annex and their responsibilities:

Table 1.  Support Agencies and Responsibilities for Animal Support Annex

	Agency
	Functions

	Arkansas Agriculture Department
	· Coordinates pet evacuation and provides cages and food for pet sheltering.  Coordinates veterinary services for pet shelters.

	Arkansas Department of Emergency Management
	· Upon declaration of an emergency or disaster by the Governor, coordinates overall emergency response to the incident.  Coordinates public and individual assistance service to victims.  Primary point of contact with FEMA.

	Arkansas Department of Health, State Public Health Veterinarian 
	· Will act as liaison with the State Veterinarian and all other agencies involved in an attack or the threat of an attack on the domestic animal population through use of highly infective exotic disease or pest infestation that could result in cross effects to humans.

· Will coordinate with the State Veterinarian, military officials and local and state officials in the decision making process involving animals affected by an off-post release of lethal chemical weapons agent at the Pine Bluff Arsenal or a radiological release at Arkansas Nuclear One.

	Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality
	· The Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) will coordinate with representatives of the Arkansas Livestock and Poultry Commission, Arkansas Department of Health, and U.S. Department of Agriculture in determining the disposition of dead, diseased or contaminated animals.

	Arkansas Game and Fish

	· The Arkansas Game and Fish Commission is mandated under Amendment 35 to the Arkansas Constitution, to manage and regulate the indigenous wildlife and fish resources of Arkansas.  This authority, while not implicit, also empowers the commission to regulate exotic fish and wildlife to such an extent as may be needed to protect native fish and wildlife resources, and affect extraordinary management and regulatory measures as may be needed during times of emergency or disaster, either as a consequence of man’s actions or as a natural occurrence.

· The following will be the policy of the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission with regards to managing fish and wildlife resources of the state in the event of such an emergency or disaster. (Refer to Arkansas Game and Fish Commission Enforcement Division Policy and Procedure Manual for more information.) 

· Responsible Officer - The responsible officer charged with the ultimate responsibility of ensuring that emergency responses are implemented is the Director of the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission.

· Response Team - The response team will provide the overall coordination required to address the emergency and will consist of:

· The Joint Chief - which are the chiefs of Wildlife, Fisheries and Enforcement or their designees.  The Joint Chiefs recommend appropriate action to the Responsible Officer based on the evaluation and recommendations of the Assessment Team.

· The Assessment Team - will assess the overall situation, collect supportive data, and make recommendations to the Joint Chiefs.  The Assessment Team will consist of the regional or district wildlife supervisors, fisheries supervisors, enforcement supervisors and those additional individuals that the supervisors deem necessary.

· Support Staff - will include individuals needed for specific expertise.  The Assessment Team through the Joint Chiefs will make requests for such individuals.  Such individuals may be from other agencies such as the Department of Health, Livestock and Poultry Commission or the Southeastern Cooperative Disease Study Group as examples.

	Humane Society of the United States
	· The Humane Society of the United States can provide limited sheltering of animals upon request.

	U.S. Department of Agriculture
	· Representatives of the U. S. Department of Agriculture will coordinate with the Arkansas Livestock and Poultry Commission and the Arkansas Department of Health in the decision making process involving livestock and poultry involved in a disaster or within the affected area either in a chemical release at PBA or a radiological release at ANO.

· The USDA will, via the NRF, provide the Arkansas Department of Health with information concerning the location of growing crops, grains, forage, etc., so that samples may be taken to determine if there is a hazard to animals.
· Coordinates with ESF #8 on animal/veterinary issues in disease situations and in other situations that develop during emergencies and natural disasters.  In response to a biohazardous event, the decontamination and/or destruction of animals and plants as well as associated facilities (e.g., barns, processing equipment, soil, and feeding and growing areas) may be required. Activities are conducted within agency capabilities.

	American Red Cross
	· Upon request the American Red Cross may set-up collocated shelters for pets and people.

	Arkansas Veterinary Medical Association

	· Provides informative communications with constituent veterinarians and related animal care organizations.

· Appoints the Arkansas Veterinary Association Liaison Officer.
· Coordinate disaster activities with the state veterinary liaison officer.
· Maintains a list of county veterinary liaison officers and their alternates.
· Coordinate press releases and public service announcements, assists Arkansas VMA spokespersons, establish and manage a veterinary medical media liaison center, and coordinate information with other professional media centers.
· Coordinates efforts of national organizations involved in assisting veterinarians with insurance matters or management problems related to the disaster.

· Solicits, in coordination with the Arkansas Animal Control Officers Association, donations of food, supplies and resources.

· At the direction of the Arkansas VMA, establishes an emergency fund for supplies, food, reimbursement of veterinarians for supply costs, and assist affected veterinarians to reestablish their practices.

	SPCA
	· SPCA can provide volunteers to manage, maintain, and setup shelters, and reception centers throughout the state.
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