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11 counties declared disaster areas

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security's
Federal Emergency Management Agency an-
nounced in late June that 11 counties in Arkansas
have been declared a federal disaster area as a re-
sult of the severe storms, tornadoes and flooding
that occurred May 30 through June 3, 2013.

Counties included in the declaration are as fol-
lows: Cleburne, Cross, Independence, Montgom-
ery, Poinsett, Polk, Scott, Searcy, Stone, Van Bu-
ren and Woodruff. The declaration provides for

Public Assistance Grants which includes assistance
for emergency work and the repair or replacement
of disaster-damaged facilities in those counties.

The Hazard Mitigation Grant Program is also
provided in the declaration, which is assistance for
actions taken to prevent or reduce long term risk to
life and property from natural hazards.

All counties in the state are eligible to apply for
assistance under the Hazard Mitigation Grant
Program.

This photo taken by an Arkansas State Trooper and provided to ADEM by the
Arkansas Highway Department shows some of the damage in Scott and Polk
Counties during the severe storms, flooding and tornadoes that occurred
May 3-June 3.
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2013 conference 1s set for Springdale

The 2013 Arkansas Emergency
Management Conference hotel regis-
tration cutoff date is fast approaching.

The general session of the confer-
ence will be held August 28-30 at the
Holiday Inn and Convention Center of
Northwest Arkansas located at 1500
South 48th Street in Springdale. This
year’s training will be “Recovery From
Disaster” (G270.4) and it is set for Au-
gust 26-27. Training point of contact is
Lachea Owen who may be contacted at
(501) 683-6700. The hotel registration
cutoff date will be August 10. Confer-
ence points of contact are Scott Bass or

Jodi Lee at (501) 683-6700. Bass said
rooms not reserved by August 10 will
be released for general sale making the
government rate subject to availability.
A major credit card is required for res-
ervation and check-in. Check-in time is
3 p.m. and checkout time is 12 p.m.
Persons can make reservations by call-
ing (479) 751-8300. The group code is
ADE and the group name is the Arkan-
sas Emergency Management Confer-
ence.

The conference opening ceremony
will be at 1 p.m. Wednesday with wel-
comes from the City of Springdale and

Washington County in addition to
ADEM Director David Maxwell.

The slate of presenters includes Ben-
ton County Sheriff Kelley Cradduck,
Dan Sturgill and JT Coleman of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, Daren
Fowler, Intelligence Specialist with the
United States Attorney’s Office, West-
ern District of Arkansas, FEMA Re-
gion VI Administrator Tony Robinson,
and Penny Rubow, Department of In-
formation Systems, plus a presentation
on the Mayflower oil pipeline rupture,
along with numerous other speakers
and presentations.

Attorney General McDaniel pays a visit to FSP

Arkansas Attorney General Dustin McDaniel (third from left) was a recent visitor to the Federal Surplus Prop-
erties Division of the Arkansas Department of Emergency Management. Shown with the Attorney General are
ADEM Director Dave Maxwell, second from left; James Ray, Compliance, Eligibility and Marketing Manager
at FSP; and FSP Division Director Arthur Woods at the right. The AG toured the FSP facility during his visit.
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Employees to be featured on television show

ADEM employees were filmed for
the promotion of The Arkansas Healthy
Employees Lifestyle Program
(AHELP) on Wednesday, June 5, 2013.

The spot is to appear on the Today in
America Show with Terry Bradshaw in
a segment called Health Briefs. Accord-
ing to producer, Dr. Ron Goodman,
“the segment will air one time nation-
ally in the U.S. on FOX Business Net-
work and 34 times regionally on FOX
and ABC Broadcast Stations and/or
Regional News Networks or [ON
Broadcast Stations in many of the top
100 markets nationwide...”

Over 20 employees participated in the
filming. Our very own Kathy Wright
was interviewed and delivered a well

spoken message from the EOC. When
asked how do ADEM employees participate
in AHELP? Kathy said, “Arkansas Depart-
ment of Emergency Management employ-
ees have several excellent and free opportu-
nities to enhance our health and fitness. We
have access to several running trails around
the agency, as well as a fully equipped fit-
ness center nearby. We are strong support-
ers of AHELP. We see AHELP as an excel-
lent tool that supports our staff as we strive
for healthy lifestyle changes.” After filming
employees at work in the EOC the group
moved to the training room where a webinar
from the CDC website over the importance
of exercise was shown. The remainder of
the filming took place at the Freedom Hall
gym onsite. Employees used the treadmill

and elliptical machines and Erin Town-
send led the group in stretching.

AHELP is an incentive program that
rewards state employees for tracking
their regular exercise, good nutrition,
and other healthy lifestyle choices. In-
centives are rewarded based on healthy
behavior points and include up to three
days of leave and prizes like t-shirts,
gym bags, or state park passes. Almost
anything can be tracked for points. Trey
Gray said, “I track things as simple as
walking my dogs or mowing my yard.”
To find out more information on AHELP
or begin tracking your healthy lifestyle
choices for rewards visit

www.ahelp.arkansas.gov/
Homepage.aspx.



http://www.ahelp.arkansas.gov/Homepage.aspx
http://www.ahelp.arkansas.gov/Homepage.aspx
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ADEM employees enjoy annual spring picnic

Judging the annual dessert competition of ADEM employees’ entries is always a difficult job, but Director David
Maxwell was up to the task. He was ably assisted by Deputy Director Tina Owens and Emily Hillian, PIO intern.
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Bobbie Ann Merkel makes last minute preparations while David Bertelin seems to be checking out something to go on his plate.



Current Projects

Full-Revision of Joint Operations Plan
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Donald Minster, Earthquake
Program Coordinator for the
Arkansas Department of
Emergency Management,
speaks to delegates at the Na-
tional Earthquake Program
Managers (NEPM) meeting
held recently in Seattle. Rep-
resentatives from 19 states,
one U.S. territory, and Brit-
ish Columbia were in atten-
dance. Minster and Deputy
Public Information Officer
Brandon Morris represented
ADEM at the meeting.

Two ADEM employees go to Sealtle to see what’s shakin’!

By Brandon Morris

SEATTLE — The National Earthquake
Program Managers (NEPM) meeting was
well attended with representatives from 19
states, one U.S. territory and British Co-
lumbia including Donald Minster and
Brandon Morris from ADEM. The purpose
of the annual meeting is to share best prac-
tices, lessons-learned and program suc-
cesses from State Earthquake Program
Managers. It was also an opportunity for
States to receive updates from federal part-
ners and regional consortia, including the
Central U.S. Earthquake Consortium
(CUSEC). Arkansas is a founding charter
member of CUSEC and ADEM Director
David Maxwell currently serves as Vice
Chairman of the eight-state group

“This meeting showcases the planning
and implementation of public awareness

campaigns for the earthquake threat, which
touches nearly every state in the country,”
said Minster, earthquake program coordi-
nator for ADEM. “This is the chance for us
to figure out what is and is not working.”
The two-day meeting also featured brief-
ings from seismologists from the Univer-
sity of Washington and the U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey (USGS). These presentations
focused on the science behind and the de-
velopment of early warning systems and
prediction research for earthquakes and
tsunamis. Current early warning capabili-
ties are limited in the United States, but
USGS and other NEHRP partners are
working to advance and test new warning
systems. State updates focused on increas-
ing public awareness of the earthquake
hazard and communicating information for
mass care/shelters, transportation, fatality
management and rescue/recovery opera-

tions. While FEMA and consortia updates
focused on the same issues but from a
cross-boundary perspective.

“As part of CAPSTONE-14, we are
working with our Member States to de-
velop mission-ready EMAC requests for
post-earthquake building inspectors and
mutual aid support systems,” said Brian
Blake, Earthquake Program Coordinator
with CUSEC. “These systems will enable
states to increase response and recovery
operations for earthquakes and other disas-
ters.”

The ShakeOut public awareness cam-
paign was also a major discussion point
throughout the meeting. The next sched-
uled ShakeOut drill is October 17 and will
include millions of participants from
around the world. Interested participants
are encouraged to sign up for this free drill
at www.shakeout.org/centralus.



http://www.shakeout.org/centralus
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brandon Morris earns prestigious credential

Brandon D. Morris, Dep-
uty Public Relations Offi-
cer, at the Arkansas De-
partment of Emergency
Management, recently
earned the credential,
“Accredited in Public Rela-
tions + Military Communi-
cation”, by successfully
completing a comprehen-
sive process governed by
the Public Relations Soci-
ety of America’s Universal
Accreditation Board.

Accreditation unifies and
advances the public rela-
tions profession by identi-
fying those who have dem-
onstrated broad knowledge,
experience and profes-
sional judgment in the

field of
public relations. The APR+M indi-
cates a high professional level of
experience and competence of the

knowledge, skills and abilities com-
mensurate with enhanced and effec-
tive communication in military public
affairs environments.

Morris’ certification signi-

fies that he meets all the
qualifications of Accredita-
tion in Public Relations
(APR), PLUS has demon-
strated an in-depth knowl-
edge surrounding military
public affairs.

Brandon is a graduate of

Pine Bluff High School. He
has his undergraduate degree
from Arkansas State Univer-
sity and his Master’s from
Webster University.

Prior to joining ADEM in

January, Morris worked as a
government contractor on the
Public Affairs team at the
U.S. Army Pine Bluff Arse-
nal. He worked for SAIC and
served as the public affairs and out-
reach liaison for the Pine Bluff
Chemical Agent Disposal Facility
from 2008 to 2013.

Meet our newest Certified Emergency Managers

£

ADEM Director David Maxwell congratulates Donald Minster (left photo) and Amber Daugherty on being the two most re-

cent employees to earn their Certified Emergency Manager designations.



