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FSP plays a key role in UAPB farm program

Agriculture scientists at the University of
Arkansas at Pine Bluff are leading the way in
sweet potato research with the use of farm
equipment purchased from ADEM’s Federal
Surplus Property program. The discounted
equipment purchased from FSP has contrib-
uted significantly to this initiative with an
estimated savings of $75,000. “The Agricul-
ture Demonstration & Outreach Center
(ADOOC) is a facility that has 52 acres of land
and a building with the infrastructure and
equipment to do value added processing,
packaging and aggregation of alternative
crops,” said Dr. Leslie Glover of UAPB’s
School of Agriculture, Fisheries and Human
Sciences.

The ADOC has been USDA Good Agricul-
ture Practices (GAP) Certified. Also, it is a
training center that demonstrates the use of
GAP and Good Handling Practices (GHP) to

beginning, small scale and socially disadvan-
taged farmers across eastern Arkansas. The
primary vegetables grown are sweet potatoes,
watermelons, tomatoes, squash, okra, basil
and southern peas. UAPB and its partners
have provided technical assistance with the
selection of crops, crop management,
GAP/GHP, processing and packaging.

“After research and demonstration objec-
tives have been met, the alternative crops
are primarily used to create and/or help to
sustain markets for Small Scale/Limited
Resource and Socially Disadvantaged
Farmers,” said Dr. Glover.

“The university is doing some very in-
teresting things with the sweet potato
crops in the Delta region of the state,”
said James Ray, Compliance, Eligibility
and Marketing Branch Manager at FSP.




This article and
photo are courtesy
of Arkansas Living
Magazine.

Ho-Ho-Ho, it's Officer Santa

The week before Christmas, Mountain View lights up with blue lights
as law-enforcement officers escort one very important member of its team:
Officer Santa.

The Officer Santa program began as the Deputy Santa program in 2004
when a group of Stone County sheriff’s deputies were moved to step up
and do something for children in need in their county.

Donald Crispell, who is the Mountain View School resource officer,
recalled that the program began after the Stone County Sheriff’s Office
incarcerated a local man right before Christmas. At the time, Crispell was a
deputy for the sheriff's office.

“That was the first family we helped,” he said, adding that he was
happy to don a Santa suit and help deliver gifts and food for Christmas
dinner to that family, along with a few other families. Since then, the
program has given Christmas dinners, clothing and toys to around 1,200
children in Stone County.

The name was changed from Deputy Santa to Officer Santa two years
ago so it could include more agencies.

“We have three Santas now; we never knew it would take off like this,”
he said. “It's rewarding knowing that you're giving something to a family
who would not be getting anything, ... Seeing the smiles on kids’ faces
when they get a visit from Santa, you know you gave that family some
hope.”

Crispell said it's a group effort to make the program successful, and
Glen Crymes, Stone County Office of Emergency Management director,
is one who has given a lot of his time to the program. Crymes said the
program’s original mission was to help children who were in abusive
situations, but it's grown past that and will now help any child in need.
One of Crispell’s cherished memories doesn’t include a visit to a child but
to a woman in her 30s who had a terminal illness.

“She had no clue,” he said. “We knocked on the door, and the look on
her face, seeing Santa in her house, was something I'll never forget. We
gave her a Teddy bear, and she said
she would keep it with her during
her procedure.”

The program is supported
through fundraisers and Crispell
encourages companies and
individuals to adopt a family, too.

Toy dropboxes are located in
front of Walmart in Mountain
View, or toys may be dropped off
at the sheriff's office or the police
department. Monetary donations are
also appreciated,

For more information call the
Mountain View Police Department
at 870-269-4211 or the Stone County  Officer Santa helps families in need in
Sheriff’s Office at 870-269-3825. Stone County.
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ADEM, EPAPP exercise staged at Conway
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The Arkansas Department of Emergency Management hosted over 150 participants in a test of the
agency’s readiness to receive out-of-state responders in the event of disasters or emergencies. The exer-
cise was staged at the Conway Expo Center and is part of the Emergency Management Assistance Com-
pact (EMAC) program.
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Thanksgiving 2013 at ADEM

Brenda Wilson and Gary Smith enjoy the tasty food and fellowship at ADEM’s Thanksgiving meal.
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Retirees are invited back to the Thanksgiving feast Larry Pullon, coordinator of the event, displays his
with Terry Gray (left) selecting his food, while Tom carving skills at the left, while who knows what
Rogers and current employee Pam Hudson visit. Kendell Snyder seems to be preparing for at the right.
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ADEM celebrates with food and giits

This is a view from the back of the room at the annual Christmas celebration of the Arkansas Depart-
ment of Emergency Management. Following a catered meal, the employees convened for the annual gift
exchange where those who opened their gifts had to wait out the next three workers who had the choice
of opening their own or “taking” one which had already been opened and displayed.

Scott Bass, Division Director for the Disaster
Management Division at ADEM, is lining up to
take his shot at the candy-filled snowman which
when broken will send candy flying all over.

Jodi Lee, Recovery Branch Manager at ADEM, opens her
gift under the watchful eye of her fellow workers who seem
intent of whether they will let her keep her gift or take it
away which would allow Jodi to open another gift.
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FSP's Donee Appreciation Day a big success
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The Arkansas Department of Emergency Management Federal Surplus Property Donee Appreciation held in the
fall of 2013 was once again a big success. Top photo, local officials from across the state are selecting the donated
property to pick up and take back to their local jurisdictions, while James Ray (bottom photo) is loading up some
of that property for the customers. The day included the annual board meeting, door prizes and lunch.




ADEM Director David Maxwell prepares to lay a commemorative brick in honor of John Fullerton on the en-
trance approach to the agency. Mr. Fullerton, who recently passed away, worked at ADEM from 1978-1984.
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Arkansas Department of
Emergency Management
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Camp Joseph T. Robinson
North Little Rock, AR 72199

Phone: 501-683-6700
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E-mail: adem@adem.arkansas.gov
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