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Arkansas Department of Emergency Management
Building 9501 | Camp Joseph T Robinson | North Little Rock, Arkansas 72119

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
April 22, 2016

Governor Asa Hutchinson Requests Federal Disaster Declaration 

LITTLE ROCK – Governor Asa Hutchinson yesterday requested that President Barack Obama declare a Presidential Disaster Declaration for the State of Arkansas as a result of the severe storms, flooding and tornadoes that affected the state beginning on March 8 through March 13, 2016. 

The Governor has request both Public Assistance (PA) and Individual Assistance (IA) from the federal government.    Public Assistance (PA) has been requested for Arkansas, Ashley, Bradley, Calhoun, Chicot, Cleveland, Columbia, Desha, Lincoln, Ouachita, Phillips, and Prairie counties.  Individual Assistance (IA) has been requested for Ashley, Chicot, Desha, Lee, Lincoln, and Phillips Counties.

The storm brought record-breaking rainfall across Southeast Arkansas making it the wettest month for several counties. Wind gusts reached at least 60 mph, resulting in ten EF0 to EF1 tornadoes across the state. Floodwaters caused significant road closures, forced over 200 residents to evacuate their homes, created treacherous driving conditions and resulted in numerous swift water rescues. 

A total of $6,117,513.00 in damages was estimated for public assistance following Joint Preliminary Damage Assessments and over 526 homes were affected – some destroyed. An approved disaster declaration would bring federal assistance to counties in Arkansas that meet certain criteria. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]

CONTACT: ADEM Public Affairs  (publicaffairs@adem.arkansas.gov or 501.683.6700) or
Governor’s Press Shop (press@governor.arkansas.gov or 501.682.3612)
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